
 
 
Dear Stanley Community, 

We hope you and your family continue to be well and that you are enjoying the start of summer! Thank you for 
your patience and understanding as we work through the process planning for the start of the 2020-21 school 
year on August 25. Drawing on current public health guidance and recommendations, we are planning for a re-
entry to school that allows in-person learning, with modifications to school structures and procedures that will 
mitigate risk and promote the health of our children, teachers, and families.  

The following provides our most current thinking to date, and we acknowledge that our plans may need to 
change over the summer pending further guidance from health officials. We also expect our plans to evolve over 
the course of the school year, and we are focused currently on what the fall months will look like at Stanley. 
Clearly our hope is that the year progresses, we may be able to re-incorporate some of the treasured in-person 
community activities that we cherish at our school. 

Here’s what we know so far: 

• We are planning on returning all students to campus, on a daily schedule similar to typical school hours.  

• We will have procedures in place to assess student and faculty health prior to entering classrooms, and 
we are exploring technology options that will allow parents to enter a daily temperature and symptom 
screening before coming to school. 

• Students will be grouped in learning cohorts smaller than our typical homeroom size in accordance with 
health guidelines and will remain consistent during the school day. We are planning multiple scenarios 
for specific group size, and K-5 groups will be created from within homerooms and middle school 
sections from within the grade level. 

• Distancing practices will be in place as much as possible. Students will have individually-assigned 
learning spaces within their classrooms, accompanied by core sets of materials to be used only by the 
student. We will plan for minimal sharing of classroom materials. 

• Movement around campus will be orchestrated in a manner that minimizes congestion and overlap or 
intermingling between cohort groups. 

• We will incorporate new and frequent cleaning protocols and handwashing procedures, the details of 
which we are creating and will share once finalized. 

• Each cohort will occupy a dedicated classroom. We have assessed all possible spaces across campus, 
classrooms and otherwise, that can accommodate learning cohorts given distancing requirements, and 
we are confident that with some minor modifications of some rooms, we have enough space to 
accommodate all students. 

• Each cohort will work with a dedicated teaching team which will interact primarily with the cohort. 



• We are prepared to handIe positive cases of COVID-19 that occur for staff and/or students, and will 
follow procedures as set forth by appropriate health agencies. We will update or change our procedures 
regarding a positive case if and when directives evolve. 

• We are exploring, and will invest in, additional technology that will allow individual students who are 
not able to attend on-campus classes for any reason to be able to “attend” cohort classes virtually. 

• Recess and lunch times will be scheduled to minimize interaction between learning cohorts. Lunch will 
most likely take place in classrooms. 

• Field trips and overnight trips through the end of calendar year 2020 are cancelled. We will make 
decisions about spring outings, including the 8th grade trip to England and corresponding fundraising 
events, once the feasibility of those trips can be determined. 

• We will be unable to welcome visitors to campus once school resumes until further notice, including 
parent visits to classrooms or on-site volunteers. Our Parent Association and Office of Community 
Engagement will not be sending out information on 2020-21 volunteer opportunities, as we typically do 
in July, but will be in touch as the school year draws near to share more about opportunities for virtual 
volunteering and community building activities. 

Here’s what we’re working on. We will keep you updated as decisions are made based on the most current 
advisement from CDPHE, CDC, and CDE: 

• We anticipate that masks will be required to be worn by some during the school day, though specific 
requirements are undetermined at this point. 

• We expect that there will be times during the 20/21 school year when a single or several cohorts, or the 
entire school, may need to revert to home learning for a period of time. We will share our plans for 
managing any such required transitions smoothly for students and families. 

• We are unsure whether we will be able to offer any after-school, on-campus programming, including 
athletics, Extended Day, and Enrichment programs. As health guidelines clarify over the summer, we will 
make and share decisions on these programs. 

• We anticipate that drop-off and pickup times may need to be altered or staggered to safely allow 
students to arrive and leave each day, and we will provide more details once plans are in place. 

• We respect that there are things about the fall that we don’t know we don’t know, and we will continue 
to collaborate closely with other health authorities, independent schools statewide and nationally, and 
other educational resources to stay abreast of the most current information and advisement available. 

Our faculty and staff recently participated in a series of brainstorming sessions focused on key challenges, such 
as preserving community and upholding British Primary philosophy, within the constraints that will be in place in 
the fall. From these sessions, we’re organizing faculty task forces to help our administrative Fall Planning Team 
solve specific problems and identify opportunities. In addition, to strengthen and inform our own re-entry plan, 
Stanley is joining a group of five schools from across the country, arranged by the consulting firm Leadership and 
Design, to collaborate and learn from one another as we continue to refine our program for the fall. 

To further share our fall planning process and to hear your thoughts and respond to any questions you may 
have, we have scheduled two virtual gatherings next week, one specifically for parents new to the Stanley 
community and one open to all parents for the 20/21 school year. The times for those meetings, and respective 
Zoom links, are listed below. 



New Parent Virtual Welcome: Monday, June 22, 7:00 p.m. 
https://zoom.us/j/7452500539?pwd=YjZQVWEvaWRzN0liTUlOOVlmdVpMdz09 

All-Community Town Hall: Tuesday, June 23, 7:00 p.m. 
https://zoom.us/j/7452500539?pwd=YjZQVWEvaWRzN0liTUlOOVlmdVpMdz09 

We thank you for your collaboration and patience as we continue to design the return to on-campus learning in 
the fall. You can expect to hear more about detail about our re-opening plans on or about July 15. In the 
meantime, if you have any concerns related to your child’s return to in-person learning, feel free to contact 
either your respective Division Head or Melissa Knott, Health Coordinator. We greatly appreciate the privilege of 
serving your children and your family, and we are committed to ensuring our mission to “engage, inspire, and 
challenge” children remains alive and well upon our return to school. 

Tim and Sumant 
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